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Something Different 


Long hair? Informal dress? Girls? All 
this at Augusta Military Academy? Sum- 
mer Session must be something different. 

Differences from the winter session 
include a liberal dress code, the admis- 
sion of girls as day students, and the 
length of classes. 

Classes last for two hours, but a year’s 
work is covered in a short period of six 
weeks. At Augusta not only can a stu- 
dent take more courses than in public 
school, but there is also more individual 
attention. In the long run this leads to a 
better attainment of the subject. In talk- 
ing to summer students, one learns that it 
is obvious hat coming here for the sum- 
mer is better than staying in their home 
public school. 

Unlike many schools AMA offers 
classes at the fifth, sixth, and seventh 
grade levels. Lt. David West was kept 
busy challenging the fifth and sixth gra- 
ders, Captain Harry Davis and Major Ed 
Hart instructed the seventh graders in 
English and mathematics respectively. 

Providing guidance and motivation in 
the upper school were Captain Robert 
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summer classes include what winter cadet 
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Moore and Lt. Tom Greenwood in Eng- 
lish, Major James Hogg in history, Cap- 
tain Michael Ridge in reading, Lt. Stuart 
Seaton in mathematics, Major Hart in 
government, and Lt. William Bullock in 
economics. 

As in many new situations, many stu- 
dents have difficulty adjusting to the 
teacher’s system, which is the military 
manner acquired during the winter. Many 
of the students, however, like the disci- 
plined environment and plan to return for 
the winter session. 

With all academic settings, studying 
is an important part, and summer school 
is no exception. Though two hours of 
studying may seem like a long time to 
some, it quickly passes, and students find 
themselves enjoying one last hour of 
freedom before bedtime. 

But best of all, according to.one stu- 
dent, is that there are no uniforms to 
wear, no hair to be cut, and no tours to 
be marched. One can feel like he is a 
common school boy. 

Try Augusta’s summer session. It’s 
something different. 


To give boys the healthful wholesome 
enjoyment of camp life, and to further 
their academic careers were the goals of 
Col. H. D. Deane as he opened Camp 
Kannata in 1926. 

Camp Kannata, the forerunner of sum- 
mer school at Augusta, was located on 
the Cowpasture River in Bath County, 
Virginia. Operated by Col. Deane, Au- 
gusta’s headmaster, his wife, and other 
members of Augusta’s faculty, this camp 
closed in August, 1963. 

Being a camp as the name implies, 
academics was only one aspect of the 
total summer program. Just as important 
was providing young men with a decent 
environment in which they might mature. 

Campers were awakened at 8:00 a.m. 
for breakfast. Classes were then held 
until 1:30. Following lunch an activity 
period was held from 3:00 until 6:30 
p.m. Swimming, hiking, and organized 
sports were held during this time period. 
After the evening meal, a campfire ses- 
sion was held until 10:30 with lights 
out at 11:00 p.m. 

But with the strengthening of state 
regulations concerning laboratory and 
library facilities, the summer session was 
moved to Augusta in 1964. That first 
summer only thirty boys were enrolled. 
However, the average attendance over 
the summers has been about fifty boys. 
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Peak attendance was obtained in 1967 
with fifty-eight students. Forty-three stu- 
dents were enrolled for the 1975 session. 

As for the future of the summer ses- 
sion, Col. M. H. Livick, superintendent, 
stated that he would like to see an in- 
creased enrollment. Among the goals Col. 
Livick would like to meet in expanding 
the summer program is to offer instruc- 
tion in a variety of areas including in- 
struction in golf and tennis. 

Col. Livick added that he wished more 
boys would take advantage of the op- 
portunity to take required work during 
the summer so that more advanced work 
could be offered during the winter ses- 
sion. 

Summer school has become and re- 
mains a good advertisement for the regu- 
lar session. Many parents and boys who 
are thinking of enrolling in the winter 
term, send their son to summer school 
to see how he will adjust to life at the 
Academy. On the other hand, many 
boys plan to attend only the summer ses- 
sion but find it to their liking, and they 
wish to return for the winter school. 

Many changes have occured in the 
physical surroundings of the Augusta 
summer session, but an attempt is made 
to follow Col. Deane’s goals for the de- 
velopment of the total young man of 
Camp Kannata. 


Escape from 


All work and no play makes Jack a 
dull boy. Any of Augusta’s forty-three 
students will agree with this old maxim. 
Accordingly, cadets were given two op- 
portunities to escape, at least temporari- 
ly, the eight hours of instruction which 
they received five and a half days a week. 

Happy Birthday, USA, Staunton’s 
Fourth of July salute, gave students the 
first opportunity to escape. After a shor- 
tened academic schedule, everyone pro- 
ceeded to Gypsy Hill Park for an ex- 
aio night of music by the Statler 

rothers, Johnny Russel and Charlie 
McCoy. However, the rains came; the 
program postponed; and movies and rol- 
ler skating substituted for entertainment 
in the park. 

Not to disappoint the hometown folks, 
the Statlers gave their performance on 
July 5. The rescheduling of this event 
allowed the AMAers to join 37,000 in 
celebrating the United States’ one hun- 
dred ninety-ninth birthday. A colorful 
fireworks display ended this extra and 
unexpected night of town leave. 


Academics 


“The Masons are coming! The Masons 
are coming!” This cry has been heard 
throughout barracks for the past eleven 
summers. In years past students have 
loaded the bus and travelled to such 
spots as Maggie Valley, Tennessee, 
Washington, D.C., New York City, or 
Montreal. But come the energy crisis 
these travels have been shortened to day 
trips to local sights. While the length of 
the trips may have been shortened, the 
enthusiasm for them remains high. 

Moving day was July 10. The move 
from Big Barracks to Davis Hall to make 
way for a contingent of Masons who were 
coming to hold a four day meeting was 
the first sign that life at Augusta would 
not be boring for a while. 

Shenandoah Acres near Stuarts Draft, 
Virginia was the first stop on the well- 
planned outing. Stopping here for an 
afternoon of swimming and relaxation, 
the cadets were treated to a cookout pre- 
pared by bus driver and chef extraordin- 
aire Col. John Dekle. 


Latin summer students, Jurgen Wassman, Julio Calvo, and Jesus Herandez enjoy the 
outdoor fiesta and discuss traveling plans home. 


Greenwood Joins Faculty 


After six weeks in the typical informal 
summer session, Lt. Thomas Greenwood 
isn’t ready to compare AMA with its 
rival, Staunton Military Academy. 

After two years of teaching at SMA, 
Lt. Greenwood joined the faculty with 
the beginning of summer school. While 
there are many similarities in the military 
environment, he has discovered many 
differences. Lt. Greenwood likes the 
country atmosphere as it reduces many 
distractions. 


A native of Pennsylvania, Lt. Green- 
wood graduated from Washington and 
Lee University with a degree in English. 
As would befit any English scholar, he 
lists among his hobbies that of reading. 

Lt. Greenwood is looking forward to 
returning in the fall. When asked about 
his experience at AMA at this point, he 
said, “I’ve found the people to be very 
congenial, which makes the work more 
pleasant. 


Three 


_ Second stop, Lakeside Amusement Park 
in Roanoke, gave the group an opportun- 
ity to exhaust themselves. Thankful that 
the threat of rain had kept many people 
away from the park, many boys discov- 
ered that eleven roller coaster rides are 
enough for one day. Rod Brown, on the 
other hand, learned that six rides were 
enough as he suffered the only mishap 
by breaking his nose as he was riding the 
roller coaster. Rod and the other ex- 
hausted AMAers returned to school for a 
brief night’s sleep before stop three. 

Grand Caverns at Grottoes, Virginia 
was the destination as the loaded Blue 
Bomb left Tuesday morning. After tour- 
ing the cave and enjoying a picnic lunch 
on the grounds, the group was moving on 
once more. This time Charlottesville was 
their goal with Monticello, home of 
Thomas Jefferson, being the main attrac- 
tion. Downtown Charlottesville with the 
University of Virginia and Barracks Road 
Shopping Center completed the stay on 
the other side of the mountain. 

In the eyes of most students, the best 
had been held for last. King’s Dominion 
with Lion Country Safari and amusement 
park was the long awaited stop four. Ac- 
cording to one student, King’s Dominion 
was bigger and better than Lakeside, but 
the lines were also longer than those at 
the Roanoke park. Lt. David West dis- 
covered that roller coasters: aren’t too 
bad as he was talked into his first ride 
by a persuasive cadet. At the end of a 
day which saw Augusta’s students ride 
anything possible and climb everything 
possible including a scale replica of the 
Eiffel Tower, the group crept to the Blue 
Bomb for the journey to Fort Defiance 
and long awaited rest. 

Thursday, July 17 was a day of re- 
cuperation for the students and chape- 
rons, Col. John Dekle and Lt. David 
West. The Masons had left, and the 
young men returned to their quarters in 
Big Barracks. 

While some wished that these trips 
could continue forever, most were ready 
to return to class and quickly complete 
the two remaining weeks of summer 
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SUMMER SCHOOL EDITION 


Paul Peters, Scott Thomas, 
David Hamilton 


by Paul Peters 


PEOPLE. There is a funny thing about 
them. They can change so fast. One 
minute they are happy, and the next they 
are the complete opposite. 

AMA summer schoolers went on sev- 
eral trips during a four day break. One of 
the most interesting and exciting was to 
King’s Dominion near Ashland, Virginia. 
Here was one of the best places to ob- 
serve people as they really are. 

People are funny when it comes to 
spending money. The older people don’t 
want to spend so much money, but they 
still want to have a good time. Kids are 
just the opposite. They don’t mind spend- 
ing money if it is not their money. How- 
ever, if it is their money, they are just 
like the adults. 

People are also funny when it comes 
to the weather. Kids will have fun in any 

ind of wearther. Parents, on the other 


hand, don’t like the rain when they are 
having fun. It must be that they are 
afraid they might melt. But no one has 
melted yet! 

To let their children have a good time 


is why parents take them to amusement 
parks. Here too, observing parents can 
be fun. Parents are always yelling at the 
children for one thing or another. Parents 
seem to have an inate ability to make 
spectacles of themselves. Once this has 
happened, the children don’t want to go 
anywhere with the parents again. 

When it comes time to go home, the 
whole family is ready to go. Perhaps it 
appears that the family will not return 
because they had an unenjoyable experi- 
ence. However, they will be back next 
year to go through it all over again. 

People are funny, aren’t they? 
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Amazing Excursions 


by Scott Thomas 


Four days of activities and a day of 
rest does not seem long unless one must 
return to summer school. In this rela- 
tively short period of time, AMA stu- 
dents were able to stumble into the 

iT») strangest predicaments. 

At Shenandoah Acres, a campground 
with lake, the tower, a wooden structure 
with an attached cable, was the popular 

(ep) attraction. Most of the boys went up and 
wad swung back down, but Gordon O’Connell 
went to the top but never came down. 
The last time he went up, he tied off 
the rope. With the rope still tied, Lenny 
Smoot took his last ride. The handle 
was pulled from his hand, and he fell 
about forty feet into the water. Half dead 
PA from fear, Lenny thought he had almost 
mm died. 

The following day at Lakeside Amuse- 
mm ment Park, Rod Brown was having a 
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good time riding the roller coaster until 
the car went around a curve and whipped 
his head into the safety bar. Taken to 
the hospital at the end of the ride, Rod 
learned he was the proud possessor of a 
broken nose. 

The arcade with pinball machines was 
popular at Lakeside, but the bumper 
cars drew everyone’s enthusiasm. Almost 
everyone went on them several times and 
raced through the line to make the next 
empty car. The ridders had a good time 
smashing into other people or being 
smashed into. 

Where there is youth, there is going 
to be excitement. AMA cadets proved 
to be no exception. Everyone agreed, 
however, that the cadets were on their 
good behavior, and to see cadets in a real 
predicament, one need only visit AMA. 


Soon to march to the beat of a different drum, 
summer school students, Joseph McCarthy, 
Brian Thomas and Scott Thomas put thoughts 
of winter school out of their minds as they 
enjoy the summer school picnic. 


July 4, 1975: 
A Reflection 


by Paul Peters 


After one hundred ninety-nine years, 
people appear to have lost the meaning 
of the Fourth of July. It’s great to be out 
of school or to be off work in order to 
have a long holiday. 

Most people have forgotten, however, 
that one hundred ninety-nine years ago 
the United States was born because 
people wanted to make a better life for 
themselves. They were willing to fight for 
the right to govern themselves. Our free- 
dom is taken for granted. Many people 
assume that democracy has and always 
will exist in America. 

What isn’t understood is that if a few 
people in 1776 hadn’t stood up to the 
existing political and social order, the 
United States would still belong to an- 
other country and the same freedoms 
would not exist. 

Staunton, Virginia is a small town 
which likes to celebrate because there 
is not much else to do. This year all 
the citizens had a real good time. In- 
stead of one day of festivities, two days 
were needed because of rain. The promo- 
ters did not want to hurt the people’s 
feelings. Most events were merely post- 
poned with the entertainers and fire- 
works appearing a day late. 37,000 
people appeared in Staunton to hear the 
music and see the excitement. Few came 
to really celebrate the Fourth of July. 

Special days like the Fourth of July 
have no real significance any more. 
People should just stop and think about 


it! Why don’t you? 


